Prose/Poetry Essay Process (Barringer)
STEP ONE (Break down the prompt): Read the prompt twice carefully. Underline what it’s asking you to write about (Common examples: an attitude, a relationship, someone’s response to an event).
STEP TWO (Read the passage): Read the passage carefully, looking for whatever the prompt is asking about as you read.
STEP THREE (Divide the text into sections): Go back after reading and draw 1-3 lines at places when there’s an obvious shift in the topic you’re writing about (Example: if you’re asked about someone’s complex attitude, where are spots where their attitude changes? Draw lines there.) 
STEP FOUR (Literary techniques): Are there any literary techniques that ACTUALLY help you see whatever topic you’re being asked to cover? (Example: you can easily see someone’s attitude through their word choice [diction], thoughts [interior monologue], and dialogue.)
STEP FIVE (Intro): Start writing your essay. The intro can be short. Introduce the piece and author, then provide a quick summary. End with a thesis that ACTUALLY answers the question. This is crucial for earning your thesis point. It’s also a good idea to preview the theme you’ll discuss in the conclusion, but this isn’t completely necessary. Don’t give away the whole theme statement, though. (Example thesis with theme preview: The poem’s speaker moves from uncertainty about her new relationship to joy at the fulfillment it provides; her eventual disappointment with her partner ultimately shows what happens when novelty wears off in a relationship.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]STEP SIX (Body paragraphs): Each body paragraph will cover one of the 2-4 sections of the text you created in step 3. For each body paragraph, start with a clear topic sentence that explains the first part of your thesis. (Example: In lines 1-16, the speaker is experiencing uncertainty about her new relationship.) From there, begin alternating text evidence (whether paraphrase or quote) and your own commentary about that evidence. Think of your commentary as answering the question, “So what?” You gave a piece of evidence, and now you need to explain why it’s significant, how it proves your point, or what it means. This is where literary techniques come in. If there’s a literary technique that ACTUALLY helps you see what you’re talking about, then use it as an example. Literary techniques are not your focus, they’re evidence only. You only need to use 1 or 2 to get full points for the essay, but you need to be able to actually explain how the technique, in our example, shows the speaker’s attitude. (How do you usually see someone’s attitude? Through their spoken words [dialogue], thoughts [called “interior monologue”], and diction [word choice].)
STEP SEVEN: (Conclusion): Start by re-stating your thesis (preferably in a different way) to ensure you earn your thesis point. Next, if you didn’t do so in the previous sentence, move into a brief explanation of the theme this piece conveys (Example: In this poem, the poet conveys how a sense of “the new” tends to wear off quickly, and our happiness often wears off with it.) From here, explain what this means in the real world and then connect back to the poem. (Example: Whether it’s a new possession, a relationship, or anything else, we often expect new things to fulfill us. And they only do so for a brief time. The speaker of this poem, like us, will be left to start the cycle over again as she searches for a new relationship that is bound to only fulfill her temporarily.)
Poetry Essay Partial Example (Freitas)
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Open Response Essay Process (Barringer)
STEP ONE (Break down the prompt): Read the prompt twice carefully. Underline what it’s asking you to write about (betrayal, jealousy, sacrifice, love, growing up, home, friendship, etc.). There’s always a second part where it asks how this topic helps “illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole.” This is literally just asking you to explain how the examples you pick help you see the theme in the play or novel. That’s why many people call this the “theme essay.”
STEP TWO (Pick a text): Select a text we’ve read this year that matches up really well with the prompt.
STEP THREE (Pick a theme): From the themes you’ve tracked, select one that connects with the topic.
STEP FOUR (Pick examples): This part looks a bit different for each prompt. Generally, you’ll pick three examples of the topic from the text. I like to TRY to choose one from the beginning, middle, and end so I can show how the theme develops.
STEP FIVE (Intro): Start writing your essay. Introduce the piece and author, then provide a quick summary. End with a thesis that ACTUALLY answers the question. This is crucial for earning your thesis point. Mention the theme you’ll discuss in the conclusion but don’t give away the whole theme statement. (Example thesis about “sibling relationships” connecting with “guilt” as a theme topic: In Khaled Hosseini’s Kite Runner, Amir and Hassan share a complicated bond--both as friends, and as later discovered, brothers--belonging to two entirely different social spheres. Throughout Amir’s coming-of-age story, their relationship drives and deepens his central battle with guilt.)
STEP SIX (Body paragraphs): Each body paragraph will cover one of the examples you selected in Step 4. For each body paragraph, start with a clear topic sentence. (Example: Amir’s poor treatment of Hassan during their childhood at first creates little to no guilt inside him.) From there, begin alternating text evidence (whether paraphrase or quote) and your own commentary about that evidence. Think of your commentary as answering the question, “So what?” You gave a piece of evidence, and now you need to explain why it’s significant, how it proves your point, or what it means. It’s very, very crucial to give quick, SPECIFIC examples from the story to support your claim. Do not simply summarize the text, but think of it as using specific examples from the text to prove the point you made in your topic sentence. At the end of your body paragraphs, try to show how this example develops the theme and moves it along (Example: The pressure on Amir to choose between his own image and his relationship with Hassan causes his struggle with guilt to fester as the novel progresses.)
STEP SEVEN: (Conclusion): Start by re-stating your thesis and main examples (preferably in a different way) to ensure you earn your thesis point. Next, if you didn’t do so in the previous sentence, move into a brief explanation of the theme this piece conveys (Example conclusion: For over three decades of his life, Amir bears the guilt caused by his two conflicting lives and betraying Hassan. It eats him from the inside out, and it forces him to come face to face with his mistakes. As Kite Runner follows Amir’s battle with guilt, it also documents his climb toward redemption and forgiveness, not only from those he harmed, but from himself, finding it as he finally sacrifices himself for Hassan’s son. Through his exploration of Amir and Hassan’s complicated sibling relationship and Amir’s quest for redemption, Khaled Hosseini ultimately suggests that guilt, however unbearable, eventually leads to good, and that forgiveness is a blessing one must work to receive.)
Open Response Essay Partial Example (Freitas)
[image: ]
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Prompt:
The following poem is by the contemporary poet Li-Young Lee. Read the poem carefully. Then
weite a well-developed essay in which you analyze how the poet conveys the complex
relationship of the father and the son through the use of literary devices such as point of view
and structure. © 2011 The College Board.

Thesis:

Throughout the poem, “The Story,” Lee contrasts a father’s yearning to appease with his
apparent failure, while shifting points of view and repeatedly exposing a son’s simple request
in order to expose the loving misunderstanding that dictates their interaction, ultimately
illustrating that intense anxiety often causes individuals to be disconnected from reality.

Topic Sentence:
Lee begins by detailing a father’s thought process in attempting to come up with a story in
order to expose the man’s yearning to appease his son.

Evidence:
Take-for examplerhow after the boy implores his father for a story, the father “rubs his chin,
[and] scratches his car” (5) as he attempts to satisfy his young son’s desire.

The hand gesture expresses the father’s want to please his son because it depicts the father
conspicuously forcing himself to thoughtfully consider coming up with “A new

[story]”(4). Consequently, however, this moment of pondering leads the father o reflect on
the fact that he is “in a room full of books in a world of stories,” (6-7), yet he can “recall not
one” (7-8). The father’s inability to satisfy his son’s request then prompts him to imagine that
his son “will give up on his father” (9) because he is unable to tell a story. The father then

focuses on this present disappointment and then anxiously speculates future outcomes of this
instance.

Conclusion:

1’s human to desire to please others; this is especially true for guardians as they are eager to
create fond memories for their children, knowing such will affect their relationships in the
future. Lee—understanding this—moves to explore the contrast of a child’s naiveté with a
father’s desperation, highlighting the innocence of youth and its inability to comprehend the
ironic burdens of the adult world: something so simple can seem so hard. And yet, it’s
important that parental figures strive to overcome their over-contemplative concerns because
the greater tragedy would manifest itself in a grown child being able to “recall not one” (Lee
7-8) of the enriching moments that s/he has shared with a loving family member.
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Prompt:
'In great literature, no scene of violence exists for ts own sake. Either from your own reading or from the list
elow, choose a work of fiction in which the reader is confronted with a scene or scenes of violence. Then, in 3
well-written essay, analyze how the scene or scenes contributes to an interpretation of the work as a whole. Do

ot merely summarize plot. © 1982 The College Board.

Thesis:
In the novella, OF Mice and Men, Steinbeck presents two mercy killings in order showcase the deep care that the
characters involved shared for one another, ultimately illustrafing that companionship often requires immense
sacrifice.

(Topio Semtence): At the beginning of the story—once the main characters arrive at their new jobs—Steinbeck
introduces Candy—a crippied old man—reluctantly allowing Carlson—another worker—to cathanize his
geriatric sheep dog in order to showease how difficult it i fo sacrifice the deep, caring bond he has built with his
pet.

(Bvidenoe): Taker forexamplerhow when George and Lennie originally meet Candy, he’s followed by a decrepit
K9 who not only moves slow, but has no feeth and smells foul. In fact, the dog s consistently criticized by the
other bunkmates due to his tangible stench and failing health, to the point where many of them pefition Candy o
put it out of its misery. Upon such a suggestion, Candy reminds his colleagues that the dog was such a great
sheep dog inits prime; however, they challenge him to nofice how the dog’s current quality of lfe is only getting
worse than it already is. Upon deep consideration, and the offer of Carlson, Candy reservingly allows Carlson to
shoot the dog in the back of the head so that it, as Carlson suggests, won't even feel it As this happens, Candy
slumps into his bed—devastated—and even lafer reflects that he should have been the one to mercifully put down
his own dog.

(Analysis): Candy mentioning the recollective merits of his sheep dog highlights the bond he has to his pet
‘because, though the pet’s best days are behind him, Candy is willing to overlook his offensive faults due fo the
positive circumstances they had shared. In this case,it has been all of the good that they have shared in the past
that makes the dog worth having around in the present. Although the dog would never have been able to relive
such “glory days,” Candy has seemingly kept it around as long as he has die o the fact that if the dog were gone,
‘perhaps those memories die with it. Furthermore, the consistent relationship with the dog, in the midst of a
transient liestyle he has, would have moved Candy to keep him around singe individuals fypically find comfort in
the familiar, and caring for this dog has been an emotional constant for Candy for many years; it has given him a
sense of purpose and a relationship to rely on. The violent and sudden end of such would have the potential to
shock his semse of purpose, which Candy most likely questions anyway, seeing 88 though his handicap already
Iimits his actual ability to be a productive member of the farm. However, in the midst of al of these thoughts,
Candyis forced to realize that his aforementioned contemplations are selfish in nature, particularly beoause the
dog is suffering (and forcing bunkmates to suffer—those who are not as willing to overlook his terrible stench).
Consequently, s Candy considers his loving relationship, he realizes that what is best for the dog’s well -being
relies heavily on him—Candy—sacrificing his desire for comfort and defined purpose; this sacrifice is hard for
‘Candy, but knowing if's for the best, and that he loves his dog, he agrees. Though, he does recount later his regret
of not shoofing his own dog, & he would have had closure—something all individuals desire—knowing that he
not only made, but enacted, the final caring, purposeful moment of their relationship.

Conclusion:
Although immense sacrifice has the ability to physically tear apart the lives of those in a relationship, it also.
‘cements the reality of the bond they share. The immense pain that s often fied to difficult relational decisions,
allows those who make them to reflect on the true value and worth of the other party. Only when an individal
‘understands his/her own esteem of another individual will s/he finally see that the authenfic value of a
relationship is not found in one’s personal comfort, but rather in what s/he is willing to bear to provide comfort
for another.




