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Shepard Academy Senior Block
Mrs. Hahn and Mr. Barringer


1984 Group Activity
PURPOSE:  to analyze key ideas about government in the novel, to develop understanding of the setting of the novel, to develop creativity in analyzing the novel
DIRECTIONS: Develop a 5 to 10 minute presentation with your group in order to teach the class about your assigned topic. Be sure to use specific details and examples from the novel, your own ideas and ideas based on previous knowledge (as needed), and any media/visuals needed to help the class learn from your work.

RUBRIC:  

27-30—excellent understanding of the novel and its setting (including the government of Oceania), excellent preparation (use of prep time, notes, etc.), use of previous knowledge, creativity/originality displayed, excellent team work

24-26— good understanding of the novel and its setting, good preparation, reference to previous knowledge, creativity displayed, good team work

21-23— average understanding of the novel and its setting, adequate preparation, reference to previous knowledge, creativity attempted, average team work

TOPICS:

1. Describe the setting of the novel, including the society and the governmental system and its worldview.
2. Explain the effects of the setting on the population, on groups of people, and on individual citizens of Oceania.
3. Analyze this government’s use of technology to accomplish its goals

4. Explain what a Two-Minute Hate is; also explain its purpose, according to the government. Develop a Two-Minute Hate for the class to participate in. Share/get insights after the Hate.

5. Explain what Newspeak is and explain its purpose, according to the government. Also develop an inter-office memo for a worker in one of the ministries of Oceania, and then analyze it for the class to display the basic principles of Newspeak.

6. Compare the short stories “Harrison Bergeron” and “The Censors” to the novel.
